
The current rates of Autism have now increased to 1 out of every 150 children, which equals about 1,000 new 
children every year in the state of Michigan.  Back when your parents and grandparents were your age these 
children would have been placed in institutions where they would have spent the rest of their lives with little 
or no future. Today we know better. Today we know that these children are just that—children. They’re     
children stuck inside of bodies and minds that don’t work and process information in the world around them in 
a “normal” manner.  Because of this they frequently have bizarre behaviors, severe speech and communication 
challenges and difficulty dealing with other people and the world around them. 
 

That’s the negatives. Now for the good news. 
 

We know for a fact that these children have enormous potential for extremely productive lives, potential 
which is frequently dependent on those children receiving intensive early intervention and therapy at as young 
of an age as possible.  We know that the lifetime savings per individual who receives these types of early    
intervention is $2.5—3 million dollars (1,000 new cases in MI per year x $2.5 million = $2.5 BILLION   
DOLLARS).  The problem is that the cost for this early intervention and therapy is very expensive for families 
and is frequently not covered by insurance. That’s why the opportunity for us to work with groups like the 
MASC / MAHS to raise money for scholarships for these children is so important.  
 

For the child that is unable to speak the money will help pay for intensive speech therapy. For a child that is 
unable to coordinate their bodies to write, play, dress themselves or ride a bike it will pay for physical and   
occupational therapy. For the child that lives in a world that comes at them too fast, too loud and too bright it 
will pay for sensory integration therapy that will help them get their world under control. For all of these    
children, regardless of their specific challenges, these scholarships will mean the difference between reaching 
their full potential or living a life of limits and settling for less. 

“BELIEVE IN ME” 
CHILDREN’S THERAPY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Therapy scholarships for MI students and pre-schoolers with Autism and other 
related neurological disorders. 

The Liberty Kids /MASC / MAHS  

• Speech Therapy 

• Occupational Therapy 

• Physical Therapy 

• Sensory Integration Therapy 

• Academic Tutoring 

and more ……….. 



Speech / LanguageSpeech / LanguageSpeech / Language   
TherapyTherapyTherapy   

 

One on one speech therapy is critically            
important for many of these young children because they frequently suffer from         
difficulties both in communicating with others and also with being able to understand 
communication. This leaves them in a world where not only do they have difficulty    
expressing themselves appropriately but also in being able to understand other people 
when they’re trying to communicate with them. 
  
  

Occupational & Physical Occupational & Physical Occupational & Physical 
TherapyTherapyTherapy   

  

Occupational and physical therapists are key members 
of the children’s treatment teams and help children to 
fully develop, improve and strengthen their fine motor 
skills (small muscle coordination in the hands, fingers, 
eyes) gross motor (large muscle coordination). These 
skills manifest themselves in every area of life from feeding and     

self-care to physical coordination required for movement, writing and playing.  
 

 

Sensory Integration TherapySensory Integration TherapySensory Integration Therapy   
  

Imagine a world where your bodies ability to properly see, hear, 
feel, smell and taste is turned up too high or low ~ or just   
scrambled in general.  Sensory integration therapy helps        
children get their bodies to properly balance and interpret the 

signals that they get and process them in a way that allows them to make 
sense of and function in the real world. 

   
   

Academic TutoringAcademic TutoringAcademic Tutoring   
  

All children learn things differently and at       
different speeds. For children with Autism and 

other related disorders many times their physical and neurological disorders make it 
difficult for them to reach their full academic and learning potential. However,         
frequently with intensive, specialized one on one help these children can not only learn 
but flourish and prosper. 



“Believe In Me” Scholarships F.A.Q.’s“Believe In Me” Scholarships F.A.Q.’s  
  

• What Is The Liberty Kids MASC / MAHS “Believe In Me” scholarship? 

Therapy scholarships for MI students and pre-schoolers with Autism and other related neurological 
disorders. 
 

• Who qualifies ? 

Any child in MI with Autism, Autism Spectrum Disorder or other related neurological disorders. 

• What kind of help will be covered by the scholarships ? 

Speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, sensory integration therapy, academic      
tutoring, craniosacral therapy, hippotherapy and other types of therapy which may be beneficial    
provided by therapy providers in the state of Michigan. 

• How much does this therapy normally cost ? 

The costs vary depending on the therapy but can easily average well over $100—$135 per hour.  

• How much does a year’s worth of therapy run for the average family ? 

On the low end for a single therapy the cost can easily equal more than $10,000 per year and when 
children need multiple types of therapy (which they frequently do) the costs can run to $40,000+ per 
year. 

• Isn’t this kind of thing covered by health insurance ? 

Health insurance rarely covers these therapies. In the rare instances when insurance will cover it they 
frequently only cover a very small portion of it and cover only a very limited number of therapies 
normally in medical or hospital settings. 

• Where can the money be used ? 

The monies can be used for any approved therapy provided by a Michigan therapy provider. 

• Are there any age restrictions ? 

Scholarships will be provided to students from pre-school through high school. Though there are not 
strict age limits, the age range will be 2 years of age to 18 years old with the bulk of the scholarships 
being awarded to children ages 8 and under.  

• How can you find out more about the scholarships ? 

Visit www.TheLibertyKids.com or call 734-272-5766. 

• How do you apply ? 

Applications will be available through schools, therapy centers, Autism associations and parent    
support groups, as well as, online at www.TheLibertyKids.com. 

• How much will each scholarship be worth ? How many will there be ? How will they be chosen ? 

The value of the scholarships will vary depending on what type of therapy the parent and child are 
applying for and how much total money is raised. Scholarship recipients will be chosen by an eight 
person panel consisting of four reps from The Liberty Kids and four student reps chosen by the 
MASC/MAHS. 



About Autism ……..About Autism ……..  
  

Autism is a complex developmental disability that typically appears during the first three years of life and is 
the result of a neurological disorder that affects the way a child sees and interacts with the rest of the world. 
It impacts their development in the areas of social interaction, communication skills and sensory integration 
(the way their five senses interpret the world around them). Both children and adults with autism typically 
show difficulties in verbal and non-verbal communication, social interactions, and leisure or play activities.  

• “ Right here in Michigan, cases of Autism have skyrocketed 1538% in just the last 10 yrs” - WXYZ Ch. 
7, 11/4/03 

• MI’s rate for Autism is the 4th highest in the country. - US Dept. Of Education 

• 5x more common than Down Syndrome … (and) 3x more common than Juvenile Diabetes. - Time; 
4/29/02 “The Secrets of Autism” 

• It is the 3rd most common developmental disability … more common than multiple sclerosis, cystic 
fibrosis or childhood cancer. - C.A.N. Foundation 

• The cost of lifelong care can be reduced by 2/3  with early diagnosis, intervention and intensive      
therapy. - London School of Economics 2001 

• The lifetime net financial cost savings per individual who receives intensive early intervention is         
between $2.5-3 million dollars. - Autism Center, U of Washington 

• “Autism is 4x more common in boys than girls.” - Autism-PDD.net 

• In 2005 the US Centers For Disease Control announced that Autism is the:                                                          
“fastest growing serious developmental disability  in the United States”  

• There are currently 1 to 1.5 million Americans with Autism—Autism Society of America 

And this isn’t an old person’s disease : 

80% 
of those with Autism are 18 or younger. 

T HE L IBERTY K IDS 
31580  Schoolcraft  Rd.*  Livonia ,  MI  48150  *  Ph:  734-272-5766  

www.TheLibertyKids .com 


